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opinion expressed by university men of experience that one should husband 
his energies in his teaching, because he derives no recognition or prefer- 
ment from that source. The labor of a teacher is largely a matter of con- 
science. To his classes Professor Raggio was most conscientious. Pains- 
taking in the extreme, methodical in every detail, he had carefully reasoned 
out his system of imparting instruction. His endless patience and regard 
for the minutiae of scholarship might have descended to pendantry in a less 
inspired teacher, but with him a boundless enthusiasm for his profession and 
for the subject matter which he taught raised his work high above the 
trivial and the commonplace. 

It is in vain that we regret the loss of a human life seemingly cut off be- 
fore its time. We miss the later years of riper achievement. But we pos- 
sess a work well begun ; we possess an example of faithfulness, of con- 
scientiousness, of energy in the performance of duty, of intellectual breadth 
and integrity, of honesty of purpose, and frankness of position; we possess 
an example of charity toward others, of spiritual depth, and earnestness that 
can never be lost. 

George D. Chase 

University of Maine 



RAFAEL MARIA DE LABRA 

Don Rafael Maria de Labra, distinguished Spanish statesman, jurist and 
writer died in Madrid on the 16th of April, 1918. 

Don Rafael Maria de Labra was born in Habana, Cuba, in 1841. He 
left Cuba at the age of ten and the rest of his life he passed in Spain, with 
the exception of a few years when he held various political posts in Cuba. 

Sefior de Labra was one of Spain's great men of the last fifty years. 
Since the year 1873, when the short-lived Spanish republic was organized, 
he became a liberal republican, and throughout his whole life he worked in- 
cessantly for the betterment of Spanish political and social canditions. At 
the time of his death Sefior de Labra was senator and president of the 
Ateneo de Madrid, having occupied various prominent public offices before. 

As a writer on subjects relating to Spanish and Spanish American politi- 
cal and social problems Sefior de Labra is world famous, and the bibliography 
alone of his studies would cover a small volume. The following are a few 
of the best known of his works : La Perdida de las Americas, La Coloniza^ 
cidn en la Historia, De la representation e influentia de los E. U. de, 
America en el Derecho International, Estudios de Economia Social, Historia 
de la Cultura Espaiiola Contempordnea, El Derecho International de Espana, 
La Politico hispano-americana en el siglo xx, El Problema politico-peda- 
gogico en Espana. 

The death of Sefior de Labra is a great loss to Spain and to Spanish 
scholarship. 

A. M. E. 



